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FROM MY HEART {

My Dear Lila Fellows,

As we cross the milestone of having completed ten
exciting years of the Lila Poonawalla Foundation, the
path traversed seems an unbelievable experience.
Tremendous joy. Bountiful happiness. A lot of hard work.
Great satisfaction. Some frustrations. New families.
Many friends. Some disappointments. All this in the past
= ten years! Ten years which feel like o moment gone by. It

feels ike we started the Lila Poonawalla Foundation justthe
otherday.

But when | take stock of what we have done, and the
number of lives we have touched, it brings home the
magnitude of the work done. In these ten years over 300
young grirls have joined the Lila Farmily. Not only 300 girls,
but also 300 new families have created a bond with us. A
Bond, which is forever.

Ilam also happy and satisfied (not smug) with how well the
Lila Fellows have done. | am proud of your
achievements, as | would be when a member of the
family does something outstanding and receives a much-
deserved pat on the back You have all groomed
yourselves info young ladies. Some of you are married and
some have also become mothers. But what is important is
that you are all confident, empowered to face the world
at your own terms. It is for this reason that | was very
committed to pen down the developments in the lives of
some of my Lila Fellows. | am indecd very happy Thct|
ultimately this has become areality. The book named “21°
Century Belongs to Them” is ready and s being released
atthe 10" Award function.

One other Imporntant developrme:! it has brought
happiness 1o rme is bringing on boared o Lila Fellow as a
TRUSTEE. Shaheen Patel (Shaikh) it goal s that
this Foundatinn, which 5 of the Lows, should be
totally managed by the Lila Fe! ior the Lila Fellows.
Hopetully this wall Fiespapcn il e IOl (30COHS

This year we nove introduced 10 special seholarships for
thase girls who with all Shesir Fuare s v 10 linat peen

able fo secure a first class in
academics due to |
circumstances beyond their
control. All the frustees
unanimously agreed that these
girls should be given an equal opportunity.

We had a very interesting and an enjoyable experience
with nature Lila Fellows and Trustees got together and with
the help of Vanrai, planted over 100 trees. It was a
beautiful expenence for all of us. With the hard work of
planting and watenng the plants, we all got real hungry. It
was the Pizza Hut brunch that came to rescue We also
had a Madhubani painting awareness program
conducted by Mrs. Dongre, some of the Lila Fellows are
undergoing a full-fledged course with her. We had Mrs.
Preeti Rao VP Infosys Technologies, talk to Lia Fellows
about opportunities in the world of emerging new
technologies. She also released our 15" issue of Inspira
Lla Fellows took the opporunity to celebrate Mr.
Poonawalla's birthday at this occasion, and had a great
time enjoying all that the birthday party had to offer.

| take this opportunity to thank all those who have
supported the Foundation and made it possible to grow it,
and bring it to where it is today. Especially all the Trustees,
who have worked with total dedication, the Inspira
editorial team, the Lila Fellows who work as volunteers,
friends and well wishers. A special thanks to those who
have financially contributed to the well being of the

Foundation | am sure all of you will continue your strong
association with the Foundation

Letus together, move ahead to the next decade with the
ambition of growing the Lila Poonawalla Foundation, to
eéncompass many more young deserving girls and be a

catalystin changing their lives
Z-...J (4"'\

Lila Poonawalla

Warnn reqards
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SHORT TAKES

ﬂ

A little shy, but a friendly and cheerful child, NEELAKSHI JOG grew up faking care of herself Rajan;
Panchang urges this careful Capricorn to spill the beans about what took her so away from Hindygp,

Her father is a scientist at
DRDO. Neelakshi dreamt
of at least becoming a
medical doctor, But bad
results at the HSC
examinations left her ¢
completely shattered.
This was her first failure in
life. She took admission in
B.Sc. Microbiology in
Abasaheb Garware i
College, Pune. Because
she was dejected she
hardly went to classes
excepttothe laboratory
throughout the first year. Neelakshi had never been a bad
student, but neither was she very much into studies. She says, "l
was not like those kids who are ever focused as to what fo do in
life. | always got good grades as Dad was always very strict
about it. Even he did not expect these results. He was the one
who helped me change my attitude to becoming optimistic.
He used to tellme that slowly, steadily and strategically | would
move ahead and reach the top some day. | wouldn't be what
lamif it weren't for him.”

Presently pursuing a Ph.D. in Immunology at University of
Louisville, Kertucky.... She aims fo be an academician, a
professor at the graduate level and work in basic sciences.
How did research happen to her? “"M.Sc. times were really
good. It was basically my Dad and my Professors at Pune
University and NARI (National Aids Research Institute, an ICMR
Institute at Bhosari) who encouraged me. During M.Sc., |gota
bilateral experience; a thesis on lectin production in the
department and summer haining at NARlI where | got
infroduced to immunology. My supervisor there was very nice.
My project was isolating and characterizing an  upper
respiratory fract bacterium. The whole objective was to
introduce us to research as by now, we were quite familiar with
the microbiological techniques. My M.Sc. experience taught
me where and how to apply what | already knew.”

“While finishing my M.Sc. | thought about doing the GRE exam
and took it up after a couple of months after completing my
Masters. Meanwhile, | got through as a JRF at NCCS on a
project- 'Characterization of immune response fowards DNS
vaccine against HIV infection’ with Dr. Bhaskar Saha. After a
year|left coz I'd got admission in the United States, directlyto a
PhD program. | had prepared for my GRE on my own, scored
badly but enough to get a fellowship. It covered my shpencj,
health insurance, and tuition.” That fellowship lasted her fill
2003. Now she has a pre-doctoral fellowship from the
American Heart Association for working on her Ph.D. topic-
Molecular signaling pathways in neutrophils'.

Comparing the Indian and American education systems she
says, “Well, it's really difficult to compare Thesg two. They are
completely different systerns. The good thing about the
schools and professors there is that they trust their students,
which is kind of rare in India. There the students get more

independence. They are made fo think more, rathe then
remember whatever they have been taught, Jyst 10 give.
a simple example; in an exam if you write an answey %;C
exactly opposite to what the professor has in ming pt ov
logical explangation for your answer, you get the Cre
although the model/ideal answer is different.”

Does she want to retumn to India? "My mother died in _
1996. Dad died in November. Soldon't feel lhave aregse
come back to India. Only after his death have | realizeq h
attached [ really was to him. It's my biggest loss in life. The g
thing to happen fo me was maybe ‘coming to USA" My g
had been offered many chances to come to this coun
which he really wanted to do. He did not want to keep mov
around the world thinking it would affect our lives g
education. So it was my dream that once | finish my Ph
would get him here, which of course now | cannot.”

How did she get associated with LPF? "l leamed about |
from the newspapers and at the Department while doing r
M.Sc. Il year. We were not filthy rich, but finances were nevel
problem. It was just a way of reassuring myself and seeing
was falling short than others, which | realized | was not. LPF w
really important for me as it gave me confidence abo
myself. That was the time | was actually getting serious abo
my career. My sisters were more talented than |, so | had«
developed an inferiority complex and LPF helped me g
overit. | feel the foundation is working for a noble cause, anc
wish it all the best. And, yeah, | wish to mention one thing hert
When | became a Lila Fellow back in 1998, on my birthday,
got this huge bouquet of roses from the foundation. It wc
fotally unexpected and made me feel really happy. | wor
ever forget that!!”
Neelakshi describes her joumney as ‘educating’. She is st
single not because she does not want to manmy but becaust
she feels she has not yet met the 'right guy'. Of her hobbies
painting has got left behind. She likes visiting places, reading
and playing the Sitar. When in Pune she had leamt the Sitar fo
a few years from Ustad Usman Khan. She played at an Indiar
Student Diwali Function and had her picture in the Universit
Newspaper, the coverage of which we quocte, “the audience
went crazy over the seemingly impossible skill that Joc
displayed".
Does she have a message for all of us? "It's really difficult to
give a message like that, but | feel that by just being yourself
and taking advantage of what is best in you, will make you
successfulin life. Aiming at being at the highest position is not
bada, but at the same time you have to realize that there is no
place which s “the highest”. Thereis always someone who 1§
going to be In a higher position than you. So dont get
depressed If you realize that you dont have the utmate
power even after working hard It's probably not your fault
That's the way the world works!! Try to be at your best rather
than being the best in society. According to me, any career s
good, if you are really devoted to it If you are ready to wolk
hard, you can achieve lots of thirgs no matter what field you
choose to work in.”

- Rajani Panchang
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_IVING LIFE WITH A DIFFERENCE

Whodunit games are favorite childhood memories. But how exciting can such
adventures be in real life? Perilous, for sure. For a woman, more so.

SAVVY SONAWANE
is a private
detfective working
at the §.5.
Detective Agency.
She completed
her schooling from
Pune and shifted
to Mumbai. Along
with pursuing Arts in
Psychology she
appeared for the
IPSexamand
secured a good rank. She also studied law from National
College In Mumbai. She is a black belt in karate and a
national level kabaddi champion. Since her childhood
she read stories of Superman, watched movies of James
Bond and was fascinated by Spiderman. She didn't play
‘bhatukali with other girls of her age but she played ‘Chor
Police’ with boys.

When she was in school, her classmate was raped. The
victim kept mum as the rapist was from a high-class family.
But Sawy with the help of some of her friends found out the
culprit and brought him before the Panchayat. These

incidents of courage carved the path for her career as a
detective.

Savvy Sonawane the savy detective

After passing the IPS examn, she worked as an IPS officer. 'l
did not continue as an IPS officer as | do not wish to work
amidst corruption. While posting or while reporfing to a
senior person, | experienced it all, so | resigned from the
post. After that | joined a multinational investigafion
company”, she reveals. She worked for 3 years before
setting up a detective company of her own. "The previous
work experience was crucial to start a detective agency. |
wanted to be the boss instead of working under one. | fook
admission for a correspondence defective course from
Switzerland. The admission criterion for this 2-year course
was first class throughout graduation from either an Aris or
Science background. Moreover one needs permission
from the Indian Home-Minister for this “ So she used all her
previous experience and her network and got the
permission. “This fraining program mvoives one year of
rigorous physical fraining, taking hnqerpr nfs, flow of
Investigation, different laws, and different tesf cases. The
test cases sharpen your brain.” One of her test casas is thi
famous ‘Abhyankar Khun Khatla’ cime case from Pun
This case helped her learn that there are minute thinags

cases that one mustn't ignore. “This course gives us 1h
fraining to think differently. The: learning process itsolf s 5o
ditferent that your brain starts to think in a difforent wey

et T R i e

she explains. It's been 7 years since she has been working
as a detective with the same courage and enthusiasm at
the age of 33. "Initially.| got some cases from the Police
Department. Then | got the cases from ‘India’s Most
Wanted'. And slowly | built up @ good clientele that has
faith in me. My clients confidentiality is strictly maintained,”
she says.

Now she has a well-established agency with 17 people
working under her, &6 of who are women. Considerable
detection goes info even choosing the staff. Sawy's clients
include people from all walks of life, right from the film
Industry to corporate houses down to the cormmon man.
How does she solve these different cases? "The Risk factor is
high. You have to be alert, courageous and confident in
tackling situations. When a detective makes a friend, he
also makes an enemy of the person against whom the
case is. The cases involve murder, making of duplicate
frademarks or logos. making blank-calls, giving ‘dhamki’
on phones, cyber crimes, enquiry of boy/girl before
marricge and extra marital offoirs. Foce-reading ond

,body-language are the two most important aspects fo be

considered while solving a case,” she unfolds. She has
solved more than 1200 cases dready. "Some complex
cases can fake as long as 2 months. But | normailly solve a
case within 10 days to a month. Once | had donned a false
beard and a moustache to procure evidence relatedto a
corporate case. | went fo o dance-bar for geftting
evidence In one divorce case. | had even become
Bhgjiwali® and ‘Bhangarwali” to solive different cases of
theft and murder. Many times | escaped by the skin of my
teeth in atfacks on highways while solving a case.”

"My job is my hobby. | can't think of anything efse. The Latest
fechnology helps immensely in solving cases. Electronic
equipment like wireless cameras, hidden cameras and
phone devices that prompt us on incoming and outgoing
calls, computer systems that can cQpfure the pictures of a
personevenifit'stoo darkina ‘rd’é'm areaqgreathelp.”

With branches already in Pune, Delhi and Singapore,
Sawy has plans to spread out globally and set up her office
Now Jorsey as well. She did not get family support but
or gave up. "Every woman should be self-sutficient
ucpendant. Whatever you do check it several times
T oroceeanyg  Enquire about the boy/qirl before
foad ot sulfering later”.

neoy

> puts her life in jeopardy to make

Ur worlic 1Cell

B - SUJATA DONGRE
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POT POURRI
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Talk of the radical spirit permeating through our Lila Fellows, he-re I: UMA I;ELKAR, Q@ Novey
gogue all set to warm your hearts with her earnestness, deferrr-ur?a ion an _candor. A hﬂrdwc
engineer with the mettle of steel, she invites you to join forces with her. ..

Two years of Masters study
made me a hardware
engineer in the Silicon Valley,
a Mixed Signal Designer to be
precise or an 10 designer o
sound cooler. However,
during my Master's study, |
redlized | was behind the rest
of the pack because of my
own lack of understanding of
the basic transistor! 4years of
Instrumentation Engineering
had not armed me with this

stfrong foundation, which undercut any efforts that were
being taken by me to improve 1o be at least at par with my
Classmates. This mini struggle within me propelled me to
devise a way to hamness new graduate students with such a
fundamental topic. Electronics and hardware design
historically have the lowest passing percentages and my
Classmates from Cummins College of Engineering used to
be mortally afraid of these in my college days if my
memaory serves me right. Thus, classes for Electronic
Device and Circuits and its like topics abound, which are
overworked with a vast syllabus that they must cover in 2-3
moenths. Having leamt my favorite transistors from the
industry's best, | realized that the xtor (in industry we like to
call the fransistor this) was not such a fearsome thing if
taught clearly, slowly and once. Thus began an effort to get
an on-ine Cummins Alumni Guidance Center (CAGC)
started wherein the batch mates that | had gathered
would be able to communicate with students over the
web and potentially even have inferactive sessions on
technical topics or professional efiquette or mentor
students for projects. Ever after about a year's pursuance,
this idea did not take wings as we, (in the CAGC group)
were unable to overcome the hurdle of getting college
permissions or support and failed to build a swift communi-
cation channel between students and us. It was Clear
therefore, that to meet my objective, we were to circum-
vent institutes’ and have an independent connection with
all interested students. A blessing came in the form of
friend who had returned to India after doing his Master's at
Stanford. He too had started ananging seminars in VIT with
the same intention, viz. making available his clear knowl-
edge to more people. We met, we spoke and it was
arranged, that dunng my next visit, | would conduct g
lecture seres for 2nd and 3rd year engineering students
and early industry electionics aficionados|

Uma Kelkar

Come March 10, 2005, 44 students frorn multiple colleges
and departments showed up inthe riented classroom in

IMDR, Pune. | was quite amazed that the On-ling reqyies,.
had even enrolled 1 person from Bangalors | \,-;; r@
politely inform him that the lectures would be taking
in Pune, putting him at a disadvantage greaty o e
enthusiasts, | quelled the budding exubergnee .
people by talking about Device Physics for the first lecs
It was initially demoralizing to most, but this tumneq Oty
a great filter to retain people with real inferest ang g 51,
physics background. Given only 6 days to coye p
expounding on device physics for any longer was nes
opfion. Six days passed quickly and left both the Stuge
and the instructor - myself invigorated. The bunck +
stuck around lecture after lecture, ruminated, they mg:
me think, asked pointed questions and leamt! The ¢
was purposely kept interactive and | thank the studenss ¢
helping me make it one. | handed out lecture notes o+ +
beginning of the lectures as much as possible so that +
students wouldn't spend fime jotting things down. Stugen
picked up on this style of teaching and by the lost lect
when | didn't have handouts ready, demanded them! 2
the end of the last lecture, students showed much aoore
Ciafion by getting a huge chocolate cake which we
enjoyed over informal introductions. Having a smc's
group indeed helped us to get a bigger piece each!!

I'must mention that since 1 visit my family for 2 weeks once
every 2 years, my time comes at a high premium. Tolet me
lecture for 2 hours for 6 of the 13 evenings we were in Fure
and fo let me prepare for about 2 additional hours evern
affernoon is a big price they paid and | am indebted ©©
fhem for that. Not only had that, my husband who s ¢
Mechanical Engineer by trade, attended all my leciures
a show of support. Now he knows when | am frying fo e

fhe wool over his eyes with my electncal engineennginge

Soitcametoanend, my hugely satisfying teaching st N
Pune which I very much intend to repeat on my future vis's

I anyone has better ideas 1o help me promote sueh
Instruction sessions or would like to volunteer fo help Us ﬁ
the ground work in Pune we'd welcome suggestions ©

ukelkar@gmail.com.

My ideas for setting up an »
hﬂp://www.spookcosy org
Udayan Kanade, my frien
other Computer Scio ce
related topics n \aintains ¢
http:/iwww udayankanad

'umni Center are here-
Ikar/crude/index him
) arranges serminars on
lectrical Engineeing
iformation here-

m - UMA KELKAR
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EVE'S VOICE

DIVYA IYER, the young lass who let her heart rather than her head lead her, is happy tasting,
testing and marketing her creations. But its no cakewalk, believes this gourmet chef...

Born in Mumbai and
brought up in
Chennai in a
traditional South
Indian family, Divya
leamt Bharatnatyarn,
music, art and
culture. Inclined
towards painting and
the traditional way of
cooking food which
was served in her
farnily, she followed
her heart,

Atopper af school, she completed her schooling from the
CBSE board in Chennai and stood state first in Tamil in SSC.
Her high marks in SSC, could easily have got her info
Science or Engineering, but Divya wanted to plunge info
whipping, blending and grlling. Whats that? The sound of
pots and pans! Her parents completely supported her. At
her rother's suggastion she enrolled for Horne Science at
~ SNDT, Pune. This brought Divya to 'amche Pune' and she
began Iiving a hostel life away frorn her farmily. She says,
"The sudden change in lifestle was initially horrifying. ..
Moreover, | didn't know Hindi/ Marathi at all. My friends and
Professor Dhonake helped me overcome the language
fear and taught fo me how to deal with o new language.
The then Principal of SNDT, Mrs. Frenny Tarapore earned
the love and respect of the staff and students | rermember
she use to personally write rernarks on my report.”

In her first year of college, she participated in several extra
co-curicular  activities  like speech, quiz, drawing,
organizing cookery exhibifions, fashion shows and the
youth forum. In the second year of college she took up
specialization in Dietetics and Food Service Management,
which was nerve-racking and involved alot of Chemistry. 'f
worked on spices and herbs as a part of a project af Pravin
Masalewale in Pune, besides assisting in the websife
development for the sarme project. B.Sc faught us various
subjects We visited several food indusfries, learnf mass
cooking and preparng nurmerous dishes, and selling
therr tao”, says tne plucky gal. She stood first in BSc in SNDT
and 2 in Maharashiro and Gujarat state. Wanting fo court
the love of her life- food - she got an MSc seat in Nimala
Nireton, Mumbal

At this irne her father took retirernent from the post of CEO
in Bnaral Gauge td., wanting to serve society If was not
thest rriy father could not afford roy leas hut it would not
hese been possible (or birn fo serve and worl (or the
sonicty which was his drearn IEwas then thal 1 agsphe

the: LPF scholarstiip for MSc and also received on (rorm
Mirrniciles Mikelon | really thank Lila rnc arnwhio helpecd
1o perfonrn befler | was able o concentials

tMasters procgrarmirne”

‘MSc at Nirrnala Niketan was an experience in ifself-the
hard work, research oriented professors, visiting slums 1o
teach those folk about food and heath, exposure to all
national and infernational prograrms, visiting hospitals and
restaurants. | had taken Foods, Nutrition and Dietetfics as
my specialization and worked in Tata Cancer Research
Institute' s Advanced Center for Treatment, Research and
Education in Cancer [ACTREC) as a part of a sponsored
project for comparative analysis of polyphenol content of
three brands of green tea' in Mumbadi. | also worked on a
sponsored project for my M.Sc.disserfafion on 'ontioxidant
and anficancer properties of fea in the same -instifufe
between the years 2001 and 2003 MSc was hectic.
griling and put me fo test, which actually made me
tough.

She states, "Affer MSc, | got admission for Pha, but | never
wanted fo setfle abroad Suddenly | did not feel good
about whaot was happening My parents being very
supporfive didn't press me on, so | decided fo put a full stop
to research and help my rmothers friend, Mrs Kasbekar,
who owned o catering businass-Corporate Caterer It was
challenging job | fook care of everything right from
marketing, organizing, and value aadition io recipes and
incerporation of nutrition in the catering industry. | was also
consulfed on the complete sef up aond market of SMS
cafe.”

Currently Divya is working as a freelance consultant to
software companies, caterers, restaurants, social
institutions and individuals. She also organizes and
prepares varnous menus, demonstrations and buffets for
Seva foundation, Hermes health line and the Surya Shakti
gym In Pune. She is presently associated with the
international group Quest International the principle of
which is, ' Money should be used in fhe nght way." It is about
leamning the business aspects of banking, finance,
technology etc. She was recently invited to Dubal by the
Quest group.

Divya loves Maharashtnan food. She likes all the traditional
ways of cooking, various dishes. She believes in the cultural
and traditional way of cooking and mentions that
everything has a reason; the ancient way of cooking was
very scieniific, which states Let food be your medicine
Sharing her vision with us she says, "2/3 years down the line |
would like to start some food business or own a restaurant
or an inshtufion to promote and teach the Indian dining
eliguette ” She advises Lila fellows never to give up as
whatever happens, happens for the best and to listen to
theirrbodies !

That's some ‘'healthy' advice. Keep 'whipping and
dishing oul'your best!

m - Sunetra Chaphalkar
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LEADING LADY

%

A tough, determined, brilliant conversationalist and
armed with the weapon of service is Mrs. MANGALA
KADAM, mayoress of Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal
Corporation. SUNETRA CHAPHALKAR meets up with

this successful politician who has carved her path and
defined her own success.

Mrs. Mangala Kadam interacts with LF-Sunetra

Mrs. Mangala Kadam completed her schooling in Pune
from Renukaswarup Bhave School. She was an excellent
Kabaddi player i school. Sports nurtured her leadership
skills, firmness and helped her immensely in politics. She
got married ta Mr Ashok Kadam at the age of 16 and came
into a family of renowned politicians. With the constant
support from her family, she entered the family business of
construction. She proudly states, "l was the only woman in
this field of construction, transport business and especially
truck transport which was hitherto never handled by
women. | started by own sand business and supplied sand
to other construction companies. This business got me in
contact with different people that helped me understand
people management”. :
Simultaneously, with constant egging from her family,
especially children, she entered politics in the year 1992
which was the first time when reservation for women was
declared. “Entering info politics was never on my agenda,”
she smiles. She was elected as a corporator for
Chinchwad. As she had a political backing after marriage
and an urge to serve the society, people accepted her very
soon.

Politics as acareer
The mayoress believes that Politics cannot be a ‘career". It

is a hobby where a person wants to serve society. It is a
social responsibility of giving back something and serve the
weaker sections “/ believe you should first be financially
setiled so that you can think of others' future. You should be
firm to get into politics as you are dealing with hundreds of
different people who will try lo discourage you from your
objective Qualificd women should avail of the opportunity
of women's reservation and enter into politics, as women, |
think, can manaqge the sociely very well if they are
determined  They should have a proper hold on situations
so as to gel the work done.”

AWoman as aBoss

| have somehow faced no problems on this front and have
been casily acepted It all depends upon how you portray
Yo urself | don't crpectlobe treated differently just because
| am a woman. If you carry yoursell as a human being' and

are working towards the common objective of Serving
saciety, | don't think people will treat you differently.”

Her Contributions

Our leading lady has worked hard for the emancipation of
women. She has encouraged widow schemes and other
PCMS corporation courses for women like driving
stitching, beauty courses, cocking, and interior decoration'
so that women's financial dependence on others is done
away with. She was felicitated with the “Mahila Shiroman;"
award at the hands of Mrs. Vimala Sharma (wife of the ex.
president of India, Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma). This is 3
social work award, which was given for the work done for
women. She admits that this award inspires us to take on
more responsibility for the society. She has also worked as
a president of the women's unit of the National Congress
party (NCP), PCMC wherein she strived for women's
welfare. Being the first woman president of NCP, she had a
great deal of pressure and responsibilities. Elected as a
corporator for the second term from ward 2 as a NCP
candidate in 2002, was a boost. “My children have
supported me in growing up and facing the challenges
Mayor of PCMC

She was elected to the prestigious post of 'Mayor of PCMC”
on 18" Feb 2005. As Mayor of Pimpri-Chinchwad Municipal
Corporation she initiated the development of the MIDC
area, employment opportunities, business loans etc.
Presently, she is also the Chairperson of the All
Maharashtra Mayor Council.

OnherAgenda

The first citizen wants PCMC to become developed tosuch <
an extent that the citizens living there will find everything in
this place itself, for which presently, they have to travel all
the way to Pune city. She explains, "PCMC, MIDC has many
industries. | aim to make provisions for employment,
develop good colleges and Institutes, shopping malls, a
cricket stadium, excellent infrastructure, entertainment
centers, science and industrial exhibitions. | want to bring
about these remarkable changes in PCMC in my tenuré
and see this happening very soon." She is also working on
uniting housewives and giving them business loans so that
they can prepare and sell household articles. " look forward
to creating a market for them where they can sell ther
products.”

As a person

She is a person who likes to talk to people, understand therr
problems and work out solutions. Despite her exhausting
schedule she makes it a point to have meals with the family
Also exercise is her priority as 1s traveling and her love for
nature. An admirer of our Lila ma'am, she says, ‘I thank her
for the great work she is doing for qiris At this age also she
has kept herself so fit and enthusiastic and it is something
that all of us should learn” (We sure agree with you on this,
ma'am!)

Advice to Lilafellows M

“Each woman should strongly s 0 ortatleadt e wom.uer
empower hor and help her to o, - head Tordo this. highe’
education 1s a must  Ther would be a sense o
responsihility to return to soci it it has given us Give
proper guidance to those who Take efforts (0 become
true Lila feflows. | wish you all | bestin the future

Sunetra Chaphalkaf
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Lila Fellows at Madhubani painting workshop conducted

by Mrs
Acknowledgement

Sonia Thadhani
(daughter of LPF Trustee
Maya Thadhani)

. Maya Dongre

Friend and well wisher
of the Lila Poonawalla
Foundation has
generously donated
US § 1000 on the
special occasion of
10" year of
foundation We really

appreciate this gesture.
<.andwish her well.
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BOOK REVIEW

Name of the Book
WINGS OF FIRE

An Autobiography
A P J Abdul Kalam with
Arun Tiwari

Publisher

Universities Press

Price : Rs 250/-

“We all are born with a divine fire in us, our efforts
should be to give wings to this fire, and fill the world
with its glow of its goodness."

-President A.P.J. Kalam

True to its meaning the book portrays Kalam's life,
what zest for life is all about, a thought that gently
cascades deep down, inspiring and nurturing all
thatis kind, gentle, compassionate and sincerein

'YOURS TRULY

he is charming, alluring and enticing! Inspira 15 Sweel

Sixteen!! That she has metamorphosed into a cult figure is
evident from the feedback we receive. It has augmented our
enthusiasm for which we thank our readers. Prachi's elucidation
on 'dressing up right', Manjusha's stand on the environment and
Rajani's detailed de-construction of the disastrous tsunami have
secured applause that 1s well deserved. (No sirprise, our girls are
in their element at their calling! ) The hazards for a lady detective,
LF Uma Kelkar's lecture and Neelaksht Jog's journey to her
dreams, are just a slice of the spectrum we offer you in this issue.
I'm sure this will inspire, fascmate and motivate as will our special
collection in the 10th year special supplement, which 1s an
engrossing collection ol the bestw ork of ourteam

Inspira has engulfed the keen o, Pradnya, Vanita and
Vandana in its assiduous team, which also welcomes the new Lila
Fellows. We now have the choicest assortment all in one family!
From language to the arts to the laboratories, cach year the LPF
incorporates the felicitous rare specimens afteracute serutiny
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human nature. Humble beginnings, hard wgp
persistence, and above all a passion for life ang al'|
things that are possible init, are all well describeq in

the book. _
The book is split into different phases each

depecting varied faces of his life: Orientatjon'
Creation, Propitiation and Contemplation, each
phase highlighting thought-provoking intensions -
pioneering success of the Satellite Launch Vehicle
(SLV-3), Agni and related missile programmes- ;
trip through adventure, failure, thought... ang
finally the success!!

An engineer, an innovator, an inspirer, a mentor of
courageous colleagues, and a builder of teams ang
institutions, Dr. Kalam's life has been most selflessly
devoted to his country,’and has been rewarded most
deservingly, with the highest civilian award of the
country - The Bharat Ratna. The book also goes
beyond biography, and serves as an excellent
practical tool to management of not just one's
profession, but people and life.

B - Vanita Kriplani

The good work doesn't stop there. The LPF has left no stone
unturned into chiseling the Fellows into masterpicces. Over a
decade. the emery of personality development sessions, art
workshops, educational tours, dining etiquette programmes has
become endemic. That is the LPF hallmark! (e swellwith pride
of our clan. It has given us enough reason to. To attest this, read
what some of owr leading ladies have to say in the special
supplement I needn't sav more. Ourvvork is our identity.)

Relentless handiwork has gone into the shaping of the
cpoch of LPF's history. Today is the moment of exultation for
us. Come, join the LPF bandwagon. The curtain is up agan!
Encore! Encore! )

Editor: Uzma Kazi Sayyad

uzkazi(@yahoo.com, uzmakazi@@redifTimail.com

radnya, Vandana & Vanita
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